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PEAR THEATRE PRESENTS 
“Present Laughter”

by Noël Coward
June 6 — 30, 2019

Mountain View, CA (April 26, 2019) – Pear Theatre's 2018-19 season concludes with 

Noël Coward's Present Laughter, a frothy comedy about show business. Present 

Laughter, directed by Walter M. Mayes, previews on June 6, with press and Opening 

Night on Friday, June 7, followed by a champagne gala. The show runs Thursdays 

through Sundays through June 30. All performances are held at the Pear Theatre, 

1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View. Tickets can be purchased by visiting 

www.thepear.org or calling (650) 254-1148. 

Present Laughter is one of Noël Coward's most delicious creations, first produced in 

1942 with Coward himself in the leading role. Replete with seductions, suspicions, 

adulteries, blackmail, and everyone doing whatever seems necessary to assure fame 

and fortune for themselves and their loved ones, this saucy, riotously funny tidbit is 

sure to delight. 

In this farcical comedy, audiences witness the famous actor Garry Essendine 

balancing a young admirer-turned-lover, Daphne Stillington, his ex-wife and confidante

Liz, and his manager, Morris (who may possibly be having an affair with the wife of 
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Garry's producer). As if this weren't enough, a young playwright is hounding Garry for 

a critique of his new play; Garry's producer's wife attempts to seduces him; and Lady 

Saltburn is insisting Garry make good on his pledge to audition her niece (who turns 

out to be all too familiar). 

One of Coward's most popular plays, Present Laughter has been produced many 

times in the 75-plus years since its unveiling. The play's title comes from a song in 

Shakespeare's Twelfth Night, which includes the line “present mirth hath present 

laughter,” a suggestion to live life fully. Given Garry Essendine's various struggles in 

the play, it might be that Coward — who made no secret of the fact that his lead 

character was a self-caricature — may have meant this ironically. Of its original 

production, starring Coward as Garry, The Observer said: "Present Laughter is likely 

to be future mirth for as long as Mr Coward cares to run it." The Manchester Guardian 

praised, "One is tempted to cast discretion to the winds and predict that this will be 

remembered as the best comedy of its kind and generation … one of those rare 

occasions when the critic must claim the privilege of his fellow-playgoers, simply to 

marvel, admire, and enjoy wholeheartedly." Coward also played in a French 

translation, Joyeux Chagrins, in Paris in 1948.

Director Walter M. Mayes is an actor and director, a librarian, a professional 

storyteller, an auctioneer, a lecturer on literature for children and teens, an author, a 

narrator, a Jeopardy Champion (January 1992; five games; $56,003), and a Master of 

Ceremonies. Walter has acted and/or directed for numerous Bay Area theatre 

companies, including South Bay Musical Theatre; City Lights; Palo Alto Players; 

Cabrillo Stage; Broadway by the Bay; Silicon Valley Shakespeare; Lyric Theater; 

Sunnyvale Community Players; Foothill Music Theatre; and the Redwood Symphony. 

He is the librarian at The Girls' Middle School in Palo Alto, CA, where he has spent the

last two decades sharing his lifelong passions for books and theatre. As Walter the 

Giant Storyteller (he is six feet, seven-and-a-half inches) he has traveled extensively 

over thirty years, often dressed as Hagrid from HARRY POTTER. He is the author of 

WALTER THE GIANT STORYTELLER'S GIANT BOOK OF GIANT STORIES and co-

author of VALERIE & WALTER'S BEST BOOKS FOR CHILDREN with Valerie Lewis 

of Hicklebees in San Jose. 

The large cast for Present Laughter includes Charles Woodson Parker as Garry 



Essendine and Kristin Walter as Liz Essendine. They will be joined by Caitlin 

Lawrence Papp as Monica Reed, Monica Cappuccini as Miss Erikson, Jenni 

Chapman as Daphne Stillington, David Boyll as Hugo Lyppiatt, John Stephen King 

as Morris Dixon, Alex Draa as Roland Maule, Damaris Divito as Joanna Lyppiatt, 

Tyler Pardini as Fred, and Barbara Heninger as Lady Saltburn. Kelly Weber 

Barazza stage manages, Norman Beamer and Betsy Kruse Craig provide set 

design, Kathleen O'Brien coordinates costumes, and Meghan Souther designs 

lighting.

Pear Theatre began as the Pear Avenue Theatre in June 2002, under the leadership 

of Artistic Director Diane Tasca, by a group of theatre artists who believe that 

audiences are eager for plays that challenge as well as delight and move them. Pear 

Theatre produces intimate theatre by passionate artists, whether classic works or 

cutting-edge plays. Now in its sixteenth season, The Pear attracts theatre artists and 

audience from all over the Bay Area for its award-winning and high-quality 

productions; and its ongoing commitment to excellence was recognized by the San 

Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle with the Paine Knickerbocker Award, an 

annual special award for a Bay Area company contributing to the high quality of 

theatre in the region. 

Pear Theatre moved in 2015 from its original 40-seat warehouse space to a new, 

state-of-the-art black box theatre close by, with capacity of 75-99 seats depending on 

the configuration of the production. This exciting move allows The Pear to continue its 

tradition of intimate theatre while taking on new challenges and opportunities. In 

August 2017, Betsy Kruse Craig took the helm as the new Artistic Director, beginning

with this season.



FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 

WHAT: A frothy comedy about show business, Present Laughter is one of Noël 

Coward's most delicious creations, and the season finale for Pear 

Theatre. First produced in 1942 with Coward himself in the leading role, 

Present Laughter is replete with seductions, suspicions, adulteries, 

blackmail, and everyone doing whatever seems necessary to assure fame

and fortune for themselves and their loved ones. Directed by Walter M. 

Mayes, this riotously funny tidbit will delight audiences. 

The cast includes Charles Woodson Parker as Garry Essendine and 

Kristin Walter as Liz Essendine. They will be joined by Caitlin Lawrence

Papp as Monica Reed, Monica Cappuccini as Miss Erikson, Jenni 

Chapman as Daphne Stillington, David Boyll as Hugo Lyppiatt, John 

Stephen King as Morris Dixon, Alex Draa as Roland Maule, Damaris 

Divito as Joanna Lyppiatt, Tyler Pardini as Fred, and Barbara Heninger

as Lady Saltburn.

WHEN: preview Thursday, June 6 at 8:00 PM

press opening Friday, June 7 at 8:00 PM

runs Thursdays — Saturdays at 8:00 PM and Sundays at 2:00 PM 

through June 30.

WHERE: Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View 

TICKETS: $15 (Previews) — $35; savings available for seniors & students. 

For information or tickets, visit www.thepear.org or call (650) 254-1148.
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