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PEAR THEATRE PRESENTS
“The Road to Mecca” by Athol Fugard

January 19 – February 11, 2018

Mountain View, CA (December 2, 2017) –  The new year begins with a classic story of 

age and youth, passion and propriety with Athol Fugard's “The Road to Mecca,” 

directed by Betsy Kruse Craig. An elderly woman has discovered a great passion 

inside her, and is torn between the reverend who wants her to rejoin her community 

and the young teacher who wants her to blaze her own trail. “The Road to Mecca” 

previews on January 18, with press and Opening Night on Friday, January 19, 

followed by a champagne gala. The show runs Thursdays through Sundays through 

February 11. All performances are held at the Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., 

Mountain View. Tickets ($10-$35) can be purchased by visiting www.thepear.org or 

calling (650) 254-1148. 

Inspired by the true story of Helen Martins of New Bethesda, “The Road to Mecca” 

follows Miss Helen, a widow who has lived her whole life in a small, insular Afrikan 

community: one which has defined itself by religion, respectability, and preservation of 

the social order. Miss Helen threatens all of that when she uncovers a driving artistic 

passion to create large, beautiful, and — to her neighbors — incomprehensible art 

works from cement, stones, mirrors, and wildly colorful paint. Her lifelong friend 

Marius, a reverend concerned with the wellbeing of the congregation as well as that of 
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his friend Helen, urges her to move to a senior home where she can be “safe” and 

“cared for.” But Elsa Barlow, a young schoolteacher with a passion for social justice in 

the depths of the apartheid era, urges her to follow her heart despite its disruption to 

the conservative community. 

In 1990, Time magazine included the play in its “Theatre: Best of the Decade” list, 

saying “South Africa's conscience, Athol Fugard, proved his compassion is universal in

this Ibsenesque conflict between a fiercely independent artist and a society justly 

yearning for order.” A 1991 film adaptation included Fugard himself as the Rev. Marius

Byleveld, Kathy Bates as Elsa Barlow, and Yvonne Bryceland — the woman for whom 

Fugard wrote the part — as Helen.

Director Betsy Kruse Craig directed the critically acclaimed productions of “Major 

Barbara” and “An Enemy of the People” at Pear Theatre. In addition to being the new 

Artistic Director for the Pear, she is also an instructor for theatre, speech, and debate 

at Stratford Middle Schools (San Jose, Fremont, and Santa Clara). She holds a 

Bachelor's degree in Theatre Arts from University of Minnesota Moorhead and a 

Masters of Fine Arts in Acting/Directing from University of Arizona.

The Pear’s production of “The Road to Mecca” features Diane Tasca, founder of the 

Pear Theatre as Miss Helen, joined by Briana Mitchell as the young teacher Elsa, 

and John Baldwin as the Reverend Marius. The design and crew team includes set 

designer Ting-Na Wang, sound designer Rachel Bratt, lighting designer Ben 

Hemmen, and stage manager Kelly Weber Barazza.

Pear Theatre began as the Pear Avenue Theatre in June 2002, under the leadership 

of Artistic Director Diane Tasca, by a group of theatre artists who believe that 

audiences are eager for plays that challenge as well as delight and move them. Pear 

Theatre produces intimate theatre by passionate artists, whether classic works or 

cutting-edge plays. Now in its sixteenth season, The Pear attracts theatre artists and 

audience from all over the Bay Area for its award-winning and high-quality 

productions; and its ongoing commitment to excellence was recognized by the San 

Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle with the Paine Knickerbocker Award, an 

annual special award for a Bay Area company contributing to the high quality of 

theatre in the region. 



Pear Theatre moved in 2015 from its original 40-seat warehouse space to a new, 

state-of-the-art black box theatre close by, with capacity of 75-99 seats depending on 

the configuration of the production. This exciting move allows The Pear to continue its 

tradition of intimate theatre while taking on new challenges and opportunities. In 

August 2017, Betsy Kruse Craig took the helm as the new Artistic Director, beginning

with this season.

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 

WHAT: Miss Helen, a reclusive widow, harbors an odd but prolific artistic impulse 
which makes her the subject of ridicule among the neighbors in Athol 
Fugard's “The Road to Mecca.” Her life becomes caught between her 
friend, the stern reverend who urges her to move to a senior home, and a 
young schoolteacher who encourages her to follow her heart. In 1990, 
Time magazine included the play in its “Theatre: Best of the Decade” list, 
saying “South Africa's conscience, Athol Fugard, proved his compassion 
is universal in this Ibsenesque conflict between a fiercely independent 
artist and a society justly yearning for order.”  A 1991 film adaptation 
included Fugard himself as the Rev. Marius Byleveld, Kathy Bates as 
Elsa Barlow, and Yvonne Bryceland — the woman for whom Fugard 
wrote the part — as Helen. Betsy Kruse Craig directs.

WHEN: Previews: Thursday, January 18, 2018 
Press Opening: Friday, January 19, 2018 
Closes: Sunday, February 11, 2018
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays: 8:00 PM; Sundays: 2:00 PM 

WHERE: Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View 

TICKETS: $10 (Previews) - $35; savings available for seniors & students. 
For information or tickets, visit www.thepear.org or call (650) 254-1148.
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