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PEAR THEATRE PRESENTS 

“Oh, Coward!”
June 22 through July 15, 2018

Mountain View, CA (May 11, 2018) – Pear Theatre's 16th season concludes with a 

rare foray into musical theatre, Noël Coward's “Oh, Coward!” This witty two-act 

musical revue features four performers accompanied on piano, performing songs and 

sketches devised by Roderick Cook and containing music and lyrics by Noël Coward. 

“Oh, Coward!,” co-directed by Pear founder Diane Tasca and Pear Artistic Director 

Betsy Kruse Craig, previews on June 21, with press and Opening Night on Friday, 

June 22, followed by a champagne gala. The show runs Thursdays through Sundays 

through July 15. All performances are held at the Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., 

Mountain View. Tickets can be purchased by visiting www.thepear.org or calling (650) 

254-1148. 

During its history, the Pear has only ever staged a Kander and Ebb musical (in the 

Pear's second season), and two musical plays by Sharmon Hilfinger. While “Oh, 

Coward!” was originally written and presented with three performers, the Pear 

Theatre's effervescent production will feature four. Songs include “Mad Dogs and 

mailto:Press@thepear.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12UuEfK2MFK6VZXj_XDfPIDlAzETPBKqw?usp=sharing


Englishmen,” “Sex Talk,” “Mad About the Boy,” “The Stately Homes of England,” “Why 

Do the Wrong People Travel?,” “Mrs. Worthington,” and many more. There are also 

sketches, such as “London Pastoral” which tells of the joys of London in the spring, 

“Family Album” about relatives who 'were not excessively bright,' and a scene with 

excerpts from several of Coward's plays, such as “Private Lives.”

“Oh, Coward!” ran Off-Broadway in 1972, and was one of the last Noël Coward 

shows staged during his lifetime. Coward himself dubbed it “'so nonchalant and 

frightfully debonair.” Consisting of songs and sketches about England, relatives, travel,

theatre, love, and women, It was revived in London in 1975 and on Broadway in 1986, 

with the latter production receiving two Tony Award nominations. The New York Times

called it "… an evening of incidental pleasures. The performance is determinedly low-

key and genteel, in keeping with its source. Neither in the selection of material nor in 

the performances does the show overstep into self-parody, as is often the case in 

other musical anthologies."

The cast includes Kristin Brownstone, Betsy Kruse Craig, Dan Kapler, and Mike 

Rhone. Kelly Weber Barraza stage manages, Norm Beamer provides set 

construction, and Meghan Souther designs lighting. Music direction is provided by 

Paul Marenco, choreography by Michael Saenz, and Brad Arington serves as 

accompanist.

Pear Theatre began as the Pear Avenue Theatre in June 2002, under the leadership 

of Artistic Director Diane Tasca, by a group of theatre artists who believe that 

audiences are eager for plays that challenge as well as delight and move them. Pear 

Theatre produces intimate theatre by passionate artists, whether classic works or 

cutting-edge plays. Now in its sixteenth season, The Pear attracts theatre artists and 

audience from all over the Bay Area for its award-winning and high-quality 

productions; and its ongoing commitment to excellence was recognized by the San 

Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle with the Paine Knickerbocker Award, an 



annual special award for a Bay Area company contributing to the high quality of 

theatre in the region. 

Pear Theatre moved in 2015 from its original 40-seat warehouse space to a new, 

state-of-the-art black box theatre close by, with capacity of 75-99 seats depending on 

the configuration of the production. This exciting move allows The Pear to continue its 

tradition of intimate theatre while taking on new challenges and opportunities. In 

August 2017, Betsy Kruse Craig took the helm as the new Artistic Director, beginning

with this season.

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 

WHAT: Pear Theatre's 16th season concludes with a rare foray into musical 
theatre, Noël Coward's “Oh, Coward!” A witty musical revue in two acts, 
“Oh, Coward!” features four performers accompanied on piano. Devised 
by Roderick Cook and containing music and lyrics by Noël Coward, the 
revue consists of songs and sketches about England, relatives, travel, 
theatre, love, and women. The revue ran Off-Broadway in 1972, and was 
one of the last Noël Coward shows staged during his lifetime. It was 
revived in London in 1975 and on Broadway in 1986, with the latter 
production receiving two Tony Award nominations. The Pear production 
will be co-directed by Artistic Director Betsy Kruse Craig and Pear 
Founder Diane Tasca, and features Kristin Brownstone, Betsy Kruse 
Craig, Dan Kapler, and Mike Rhone.

WHEN: Previews: Thursday, June 21, 2018 
Press Opening: Friday, June 22, 2018 
Closes: Sunday, July 15, 2018
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays: 8:00 PM; Sundays: 2:00 PM 

WHERE: Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View 

TICKETS: $10 (Previews) - $35; savings available for seniors & students. 
For information or tickets, visit www.thepear.org or call (650) 254-1148.
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